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Some mercantile facilities -- particularly in urban areas -- have erected
stanchionscloseto their exit doors, commonly referred to as shopping-cart corrals,
inorder torestrict theremoval of shopping carts. The Building Subcoderequires
thet:

All exitsshall dischargedirectly at apublic way, or at ayard, court, or open
space of the required width and sizeto provide all occupantswith asafe
accesstoapublicway. Reduction of any portion of the accessto apublic
way below theminimumwidth required for theexit-way dischargeisconsdered
an obstruction of the path of travel andisnot allowed. (Building Subcode
Section 1006)

Representativesfrom mercantilefacilitiesmaintainthey will suffer substantial
financid lossif they arenot allowed to erect thesecorrals. N.JA.C. 5:23-2.9 states
that variationsand exceptionsare alowed to be madeif:

1. Strict compliancewith any specific subcode provision, if required, would
resultin practical difficulty to such owner, and

2. Thattheexception, if granted, will not jeopardizethehedth, safety, and welfare
of intended occupantsand the public generdly.

A ddfinitivesolutionto dl stuationswhichwould alow shopping-cart corrads
and comply withN.JA.C. 5:23-2.9 appears nonexistent at thistime. Theproblem
hastwo aspectswhich must be considered separately.

EXISTING BUILDINGS

N.JA.C. 5:23-2.32 statesthat “ All buildingsthat shall become unsafe, or
which contain deficient or blocked exit-way facilities, or which condtituteafirehazard
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... shall bedeemed unsafebuildingsor structures. . ..” Afacility having ashopping-
cart corral doesnot provide safe access, constitutes afire hazard, and thusisan
unsafestructure.

The Department of Community Affairs has determined the point at which
existing cart corralsdo not pose afire hazard, in accordancewith N.J.A.C. 5:23-
2.32. They should be permitted to continuewherethefollowing four considerations
aremet:

1. Ontheoutsdeof theexit door theremust beaclear, unobstructed minimum
dimension of 10feetinthedirection of exit travel; therefore, corral postsor
railing will beinstalled no closer than 10 feet to the exit door (onaline
perpendicular to the door jamb). Additionally, the storage of shopping carts
will not be permitted withinthis 10-foot dimension.

2. Shopping-cart corralsmust be of sufficient areato allow free movement of
peoplewithinand throughthecorral.

a. For corrasenclosed with posts, aminimum areaof 1,000 squarefeetis
requiredwithinthecorra.

b. For corrasenclosed with railings having openingsevery fivefeet, a
minimum areaof 1,500 squarefeet isrequired withinthecorral.

3. Incaseof emergency, meansof egress must be provided and al locking
devices associated with al the emergency exits from the store must be
automatically released.

4. Theremust beat |east one means of egressin addition to any through the
limitsof thecart corral.

NOTE: Where corralsmeeting these conditionsare permitted, thelocal
code enforcement officials should perform periodic (not less than four
timesannually isrecommended) inspections of corralsto ascertain that
accumulation of shopping carts do not occur in the safe-access path
area.

Whereexigting corrasdo not meet thesefour conditions, afirehazard within
the meaning of NJAC 5:23-2.32 shall be deemed to exist and thelocal enforcing
agency shall enforcethelaw asprovided for unsafe structures.

NEW CONSTRUCTION

New congtruction for which apermit isissued must meet the requirements of
the Barrier Free Subcode, aswell asconforming to thefire-safety requirements set
forthinthe Building and Fire Protection Subcodes.

These corralsmust providefor barrier-freeaccess. N.J.A.C. 5:23-7.7(Q)
requires 50 percent of the entrances, but not lessthan one entrance, to beaccessible.
Also, the primary entrance(s) used for thegenerd publicisrequiredtobe ble.
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Thiscan only be accomplished by an entrance/exit doorway whichislocated outside
thelimitsof thecorral and readily openablefor travel ineither direction. Thiscanbe
an additional double-acting door or the electronically operated entrance equipped to
befrozen inthe open position for handicapped egress. It and al other required exits
must conforminal respectsto therequirementsfor exitsestablished by the Building
Subcodeand the Barrier Free Subcode. Itispermissiblefor theinter nal arrangement
of thebuilding to providefor agate or other form of control which limitsbarrier-free
passage from the areabehind the check-out lanesto the barrier-free exit door located
outsidethecorral-limited areaprovided, however, thisgateissolocated that it may
bereadily opened for wheelchair egress. In case of emergency, arapid means of
barrier-free egress must be provided and all ocking devices associated with the
emergency exitsmust beautomatically rel eased.

Thedesignof thecorrd itsdf should conformtothefour conditionsestablished
herein and listed under EXISTING BUILDINGS.

Paul Staudt, Jr.
Assgtant Chief
Bureau of Construction Code Enforcement

PURSUANT TO AUTHORITY OF N.J.SA. 52:27D-119 ET SEQ., AS
AMENDED, THE ABOVE FORMAL TECHNICAL OPINION IS CON-
SIDERED TO BE BINDING UPONALL CODE OFFICIALS.
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FORMAL TECHNICAL OPINION
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